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A HOME WHERE DERF

J ulieta has the fondest memories
of her childhood. "We were a
big, happy, fun-loving family," she
says, "and looked forward to a great
future.” An accomplished athlete,
Julieta continued her studies after
high school, eventually becoming
a certified radiologist. Her four
brothers were also on their way
to finishing their education and
starting good careers. But then, on
December 7, 1988, their lives were
turned upside down by the Spitak
earthquake, which destroyed much
of Gyumri and other communities.

Both of Julieta's parents had
perished in the earthquake. So
Julieta, who was 22 years old and
the oldest of her siblings, had to
take care of her four brothers, as
their guardian. If the quake had
devastated the family, depriving the
children of their loving mother and
father, a life of extreme hardship
was now only beginning for Julieta
and her brothers, as they started the
painful process of rebuilding their
lives.

Some years later, Julieta got
married and started her own family.
But although she and her husband,
Ashot Yeghoyan, were optimistic
about their prospects, all they
could afford to live in was a tiny
apartment in the Bulvarayin area,
one of Gyumri's most wretched
post-earthquake neighborhoods.

OLD ADDRESS:
BULVARAYIN
NEIGHBORHOOD,
HUT #146/009

NEW ADDRESS:
MUSH 2 DISTRICT,
HALABYAN STREET,
BUILDING 4/1,
APARTMENT 18

ALWAYS WITH A SMILE. Despite life in the dreadful conditions of a shanty, Julieta never lost
hope for a better life. / UhCS dNMSUMU. Qwlwnwl fundhpwihl wwjdwlltpnt tnwly
wunbniu, 2ni hGunwl Gnptp sk ynpulignigwé jnjup wibh jwe Yewuph Up Jepwpbntw):
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As it turned out, this was where the
Yeghoyans were to spend their lives
for the next 27 years.

The apartment was shockingly
threadbare, even by the standards
of Gyumri's slums. It consisted
of a tiny bedroom, a dilapidated
kitchen, and a battered bathroom.
Absent were even the most basic
of amenities, including heating.
With sections cobbled together
with panels of metal, wood, and
cardboard, the dwelling provided
little protection against the
elements. It was bone-chillingly
cold in winter, and stiflingly hot and
humid in summer. It was due largely
to such conditions that, over the
years, Julieta developed a serious
illness, to the point that she could
no longer work.

Perhapswhat'sevenmoreshocking
is that despite their dreadful living
conditions, Julieta and Ashot were
able toraise two wonderful children:
Karine, now 26; and Tigran, now 22.
Karine has a blue belt in judo. She
currently works as a cashier in a
grocery store. Tigran, also a judoist,
fought in the April War of 2016.
He was stationed in Nubarashen.
Currently he's studying to become a
computer programmer.

Theyear2018wastobeawatershed !
fortheYeahovan il e e The Yeghoyans - Julieta, Ashot Karine, and Tigran - lived in a rickety apartment, in one of Gyumri's
orthe _eg _y i y most wretched post-earthquake neighborhoods. / Ennjwlltnp nypGuiwl, Uznwup, YwphUEl, G
the family did their utmost toward Shgpwup, Yp pUwyERU fuwpfuny jwpywpwdhl Up, YUhtdphh jGun-Epypwzwndbwl wdEUwwnfunin

the goal of improving their lives, PUALUILHGAHIGREIEEE
and, particularly, to be able to live
in a better home, they had all but
lost hopeinthisregard. The family's
monthly income totaled less than
$150. They couldn't possibly afford
better housing anytime soon. But
what the Yeghoyans didn't know was
that a truly life-changing event was
waiting for them around the corner.

In June 2018, representatives
of Armenian Fund USA paid the
Yeghoyans a surprise visit. Not only
did they know about the family's
longtime housing plight, they had
brought with them the keys to a new
life — literally. Thus the Yeghoyans
were to receive a new home from
Armenia Fund, through its Gyumri
Housing Project. The home was

made possible by an anonymous  jyjieta and Karine in their old, ramshackle apartment.
donor. Lnuhbinwl nt GuphUbU hptlg hpl, fuwfunin juplwpwdUhl Ute:




As the ecstatic members of the
family were taken to their new

residence later that day, their
nightmare of almost 30 years
seemed to dissipate with every

room they stepped into. This was to

be their home from now on: a big,
bright, newly-renovated, and fully-
furnished apartment in the Mush 2
District, and one that featured a full
complement of modern amenities
and household appliances.

Here, in this beautiful apartment,
Julieta would at last get to have
a comfortable life, and could well
expect in time to regain her health.
She and her husband would finally
know the pleasures of hosting
gatherings with family and friends
— something they could never quite
do in their old, extremely cramped
dwelling.

Their new home would also
transform the children's lives.
After more than two decades of
languishing in a shanty, Karine
and Tigran would at last get to
know the joy of living with dignity
in a modern, normal home, where
they would be delighted to receive
friends and colleagues, and where

their dedication to their goals and '

aspirations would be all the more
fulfilling. “This is a place where
our lives will thrive again,” Julieta
said, "a place where marvelous new
memories will be made."”

The Gyumri Housing Project is an
ongoing initiative, and the support
of caring donors is always welcome.
Every single dollar counts in making
a difference in the lives of Gyumri's
homeless families. It takes only
around $25,000 to cover the costs of
anew apartment, including furniture
and appliances. With your generous
contribution today, we can help
change lives.

The Gyumri Housing Project is a
special-partnership initiative of
Armenia Fund USA and ARTN TV.
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THE START OF A WONDERFUL CHAPTER. Karine beaming with joy, moments after
stepping foot in her new home. / <N3ULUT ULUPALUMUNR: GwnhUEL funpuuutu
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Qm[ WU hp dwuyntetbUtU dhwju nt dhwjlu pwngp jhwwnwyutp ntup:
«Utup Uko, Gpowuhy, pt$ uhpnn punnwlupp thup, 6L wyuywintd thup
(hwyntl wwwawy,» Yp jwjnlt wl: Swonnwly dwpyhy nihGunwl nunwdp
wpnilwywsd £ GEpypnpnwywl JuwpdwpwUtlu Gwp, h ytpeon) nwnuwny
2nnuplilnipbwl Jwulwakw (radiologist): bp snpu Gnpwjputpp Giu pupwgph
Ute EhU hptlUg niuntdp wupnnowgUtbint Gt gnpoh (Wt wuwwnEyutn dnltGint
hdwuwnny: Fw|g JGwnnj, Yeyntdptp 7, 1988-hu, Uwyhwnwyh Epnypwwndp tnwyu
nLypw) ppuwt wUEL hus:

Untwnh pwydwhwywnp ynhtpnt wuppht Eht-2nihGwwihbu dunnubnp.
hGwnGLwpwn 2ni hGunwl, np wjn dwdwlwy 22 nwnbwu Ep, nwpdwt hp snpu
Enpwiputpnit ubwdwywip: Brt Gpypwawpdp YnpdwlEn Ep pbnnwlhphl
Epowlyntehtup, ywiwyutnp ypy&iny hptug wywwnwsé sunnutptl, hhdw hpGug
hwdwnp nwywihu Unp Yp uyutp mwdwupny [Ggntu YEwlp Up:

Uh pwUh tnwnh Gunp, 2nihGunwl wdniubwguwt Gt uyuwt yuydt| hp ubthwlul
pUinwUhpp: Pwjg pLEL hUpU Nt wuntuhbp Uznwn Ennjwlp, (wiwwnGu Ehl
wwwawht bywwndwdp, Uhtpwlywl ywjdwuutpnt pGpdwdp unhwyntiwo
EhU puwytint Uhtdphh jGn-Gpypw2wndbwl wutlwwnunip 2nowllbptly’
Fniwnpwipt puwnwduwup, UGN hy jupywpwduh Up UE9: Nwpwawutpp wjblwtu
whwnh pbpthu, np EnnjwulEnp wjuwntn whwnh wwnpthu wdpnne 27 tnwnh:

Swpywpwdhup ww2tgnighy lnwpnnnietwdp fuwfuniin tp, Unjuhuy Uhtinhh
hhtnwyw ht punwdwubpnt swthwuhpubpny: UUhyw Yp pwnyuwuwnp thnpphy
Ulownpuwut Up GL Ynunnpnniwd funhwlngk up nt wpwwpungt up: Ppop, Yp
WwyubhU wJEUEU mwppwywU huy jupdwpniphtbUbpu nt yuwydwoutbpp:
Utwnwnt, nmwfunwyt, b uwtwpwnunt pwydwpeht hwnniwsubpny Yupyunniwd
JupywpwdhUp wuwwwnuwwu tp gnipunhl, unbwintetwl, ntnophU ntd: UGdwt
dJwuwdp UUwl ywjdwuutnnthGunbiwupny &, np 2nihGunwhu don wnnnowlywlu
(N9 fuunhputp jwnwowguwod U — wju wuinhdwuh, np wl uinhwyntwé Gnwo L
w2uwwnBiE nunphy:

BEpGLu Unjupwl ww2tgnighs £ wju hpnnnitehtup, np hwywnwy hptug
yGugwnuwjhu whwtinp wwjdwuutpniu, 2nihtunwl nt Upnwnp ypgwd Gu Gpynt
hnjwywuw ywiwyutp UGdégut| — bwphutu, wjdd 26 nmwpGlwu, 6L Shapwup,
wjdd 22: bwnphubu dhinnjh Uke Ywunjn gownh ntuph: UL uGpywihu buyywpwwnwlu
Jdp down Y'wfuwwnh: Shgpwup, np unjuwktu dntinnjh dwpwnpy £, dwubwyguwd k
2016-h UwyphGwu Mwunbpwydhu, swnwjtiny Lniywnpwtuh UEo: LEpYwjhu wl
hwdwywnagswihu opwanpnid Y'ntuwup:

2018-p wuyhtbwnwnpdwjhb wyhwuh prlwp ennjwuutpnitu hwdwn: Uhug
punwuhphU pninp wunwdutpp gwup sthu fullw)Gnp hpBug YEwlpp pwnGlwiGnt,
GL, jwinwwtu, wibih (wt plwlwpwl up a6np Agbint gdny, wi aptpet pninpnypl
ynpulugnigbp EhU hptlg jnjup: Culnwuhpht wUuwywu GYwuniinp $150-EU
Wwluwu Ep: MTwpywwtu wuywntih Ep niptdu, np don wwwawhu YunpGuwnu
2unphpny wnwu Up Utk wwnh: Fwjg wuzntpwn Ennjwuutpp sthu ghwntp, np
hnphynUhU ypwj Ep huywwtu YGwup thnfunn GnGntehtu Up:



3ntuhu 2018-hU, Lwjwuwnwl Lhdbwnpwd UUL-h UGpYwjwgnighsubp
wluwyuyuw| wygtbntehtu Up innthu Ennjuubtpniu: Uunup ny Uhwjlu pwowdwlofp
EhU punwuhph plwwpwuwihu ywwn jugnipbwl, wj| bwbLt hpGug hEwn pGpwd
EhU lnwnwghoptl Unp YGwuph Up pwlwhubpp: L6nGlwpwn Ennjwultnp unn
puwywpwl Up yhuh unwuwjhu Armenian Fund-tu, UhiUphp Fuwywpwuwjhu
OpwagnphU punutotu: Ennjwuutpniu Unthpninn pbwwpwup YwpGih nuwnpdwo tn
wlwuntu pwnpGpwph Up Ynnut:

cninny, Gpp gudnipbwUp hwdwyniwd pUunmwluhph wlunwudubpp
wnwounpnniGgwlu hptug Unp puwywnpuwup, Yp pnibp et hptug witih pwl
30 nwpniw) Undwiwuop Yp spwuwp htpwpwuship uGUGwy Uuntinp gnpdbiny:
SGwnwjunt wju whwinh prwp hpgug tnnntup = 66, |[ntuwinp, unpngniwd, Gt
wupnnonyhl ywhwinpniwd jupyupwdhl up Uni 2 pwnwdwuhl Uk, Gt
odwnniwd pninp wpnhwywl jupdwpniehtblGpny nt mUwjhu uydwslubpny,
uwnUwpwUutlu UpUstt ywunybpwuthhinp:

4nu, wju gbntghy jupywpwduhu Uk, 2nihGwnwl ybtpowwku wyhwnh yw)titn
hwUghuwn YGwup Jdp, GL2wwn hwiwbwpwp cwdwluwyh pupwgphl whwh
JtpwywugUtp wnnnontehtup: Pupl nt wunwuhup yGpowwktu wyhwnh wwpkhu
punnwutywu nt pwpGlwdwywl hwiwpnjpUtn yuydwyGpwtint hwénjpp — pwl
Jp, np GppGp pnywunwyontu YwnGih skp Gnwd hptlg hpl, swhwywlg thnpp
wnwu Jte:

Lnp pbwlwpwlp yhwuh pwpbhinfubp bwtt ywiwyubpniu yGwupp: Spywp
nwnphubp whwinp Wwjdwulutbnnt mwy nwnwwbit Gnp, Ywphubu nt Shgpwup
Jbpowwktu whwh Jwjtithu wpnhwywu nt pbwwunU juplywpwdUh Up Uke
wwntnt, hugwtu bwtL puyeputp nL gnpdwyhgutin hhippuyw | Gint hwédnjpp. Gt
hptUg hwlguwnwitn ntwwwhny Unp 2powwwiinhb Uk wi witih Gnwlnny whwnh
unthpntEpb hpGug Lwwwnwyutpnt nt Gpuwyubpne hpwywuwgdwu:

UhtUphh Fuwywpwuwihu Opwahpp 2wpniwywlywu bwjuwabnuniphtu Upu
£, Gl hnqwént Unthpwnniubpnt oqunightlp Uhwn gUwhwinbih: 26p Unthpwéd
WUEU UEY tnnjwpp upGinp £ Uptdpph tnbwly puinwlhpUbpnt Yewlpp thnfutint
UwwwnwyhU hwdwnp: bipwpwUship punwuhph hwdwnp juplywpwdhl Up

wwwhnytp, yGpwunpnatbip, YwhwinpGu nt pninp yuwydwoutpny odwnbp
Y'wndt 2nipe $25,000 Uhwju: Ujuop, atp wnwwnwabnl utgniyny, UEUp ypuwlp
pwydwpeht Yewuptbn pwntiwit|: ;

ing to live with dignity, in a new, modern, wonderful home.
Gk Ewnp, YEpowwltu Unp, wnpnhwlwl, ni wnhupunn tiwl Up Uty G wpdwlwwwinninyebwdp YunpblUw) wuntint yuyGrep:
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INSPIRED TO FEEL A NEW-—-
PENCHANT FOR LIFE \_‘

he Tashanyans are among Gyumri's

close to 3,000 families who still
live in shanties. Most of these families
have lost their homes in the 1988
earthquake. Subsequently they were
provided with makeshift huts, or domiks,
as "temporary"” dwellings. But today,
more than 30 years after the disaster,
these families will tell you their plight
has been anything but temporary.

The residents of Gyumri's shanties,
including the Tashanyans, continue to
suffer in the throes of extreme poverty.
Many have developed respiratory or
other serious illnesses, due to years of
exposure to the unsanitary conditions of
the domiks they live in. As significantly,
most residents, young and old, must
grapple with the daily psychological
ravages of life in the shanties.

Ever since 2014, Armenia Fund USA
has been working hard to provide new
apartments to homeless families still
living in domiks. This is an ongoing
project, made possible by the generosity
of concerned benefactors.

The Tashanyans are a family of six.
They include Ani and her husband,
Raymond; their children Christine,
Constantine, and Hamlet; and
Raymond's mother, Mrs. Hasmik. For
14 torturous years, the family lived in
a domik on the outskirts of Gyumri.
The ramshackle hut was cramped and
provided little protection against the
elements. There were no amenities to
speak of: no proper bathroom or kitchen,
no heating or insulation. A battered tub
outside was used for washing clothes.
And in addition to its leaky roof, the hut
was perennially plagued by vermin.

Raymond, a construction laborer, has
been unable to work for the past several
years, as a result of a serious illness. Ani
is the breadwinner, but given her limited

income as a store cleaner, the family
has struggled to make ends meet. Thus
living in a better home has seemed to
the Tashanyans as simply an impossible
dream.

All that changed in June 2018, when
Armenia Fund USA representatives
surprised the Tashanyans with an
extraordinary gift: the keys to a new
apartment. In a matter of hours, the
family was able to leave the indignity
of life in a shanty behind by moving
into a freshly-renovated, fully-furnished
apartment in the Mush 2 District. The
Tashanyans' new home was not only
bright and spacious, but also featured
all necessary amenities and household
appliances.

Moving into the new apartment has
had an almost instant, wonderful effect
on the psychological and physical well-
being of the family. No longer having to
deal with the wretched, demoralizing
conditions of their old domik, all
members of the family have come to
experience a renewed penchant for life,
inspired equally by their comfortable
new home and the kindness of their
benefactor.

The Gyumri Housing Project is an
ongoing initiative, and the support
of caring donors is always welcome.
Every single dollar counts in making
a difference in the lives of Gyumri's
homeless families. It takes only
around $25,000 to cover the costs of
a new apartment, including furniture
and appliances. With your generous
contribution today, we can help change
lives.

The Gyumri Housing Project is a
special-partnership initiative of Armenia
Fund USA and ARTN TV.

OLD ADL
HUT #14

SS:

USH 2 DISTRICT,
SEVENTH STREET,
BUILDING 2,
APART T21

LIFE ON THE MARGINS. For years, the Tashanyans have lived in a ramshackle hut, on the outskirts of Gyumri.
LEULRL RUNURHP LNRUULSRPL. Swnhlbp pwnniiwy, Puwpwljwllbtnp wwynpwo GU fuwnfujwd hhtnwyh up Jte, bhidpnhh dwypwdwun:
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UNBEARABLE CONDITIONS. The Tashanyans' decrepit hut was cramped and
provided little protection against the elements. There were no amenities to
speak of:.no proper bathroom or kitchen, no heating or insulation, while a
battered tub outside was used for washing clothes.

utrSuLeELh NUSUULLEN. Uninpunnniwd hhinwlp éUJLﬁé,UL{UJlIg thnpn tn Gi
hwyht wwpwnwwlniwd gnipnpl, funlwiniptwl, ni uwphl ntd: 24uwihu
npbLE jwpdwpniphibbn. ng unpqhl pwnbpp Yud /urjhu/bng, ns wj
gtnnignid: buly nnipup dwpwd nwpwn Up Yp gnpdwdnibp hwqniuwn (niwnt
hwdwn: f

Life was equally hard for the Tashanyan children, who were growing up deprived of the many comforts enjoyed by other kids of their age.
LEwlpp unjupwl ndniwn tn Rwpwljwllubnnt ywiwyubpntt hwdwn, nnntp Yp JGoUwihU ynyniwd hpblug tnwntyhg EpEluwlbnnt Jw biwé pwwn Jp jwnpdwnniphtultntu:




The Tashanyans were able to leave the indignity of life in a shanty behind by moving into
a freshly-renovated, fully-furnished apartment, which was a gift from an Armenia Fund
USA benefactor. / Pwpwljwllbpp fupdhpeh dp Uty wuynbint Uniwunwgnidp hpbug Guapl
AqtghU thnfuwnnpnitiny Unpngniwd nt widpnnonyhl Yuwhwinpniws jwplywpwdhl da, oo
hpGug unthpniwé En Lwjwuwnwl Lpdbwnpwd UUL-h pwpbpwnh dp 4nndk:
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For the first time in their lives, Constantine and Hamlet enjoy the pleasures of washing up in a newly-
built bathroom, as well as having a comfortable, solid, and brand-new bed in a beautiful room of their
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The Grigoryans in front of their old hut.
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ost of us don't know what it's like

to grow up in a ramshackle hut.
Or what it's like to live without a proper
kitchen and bathroom, let alone some
privacy. And certainly most of us have
never experienced the miracle of a total
stranger presenting us with something
so wonderful, so extraordinary, as to
transform our lives from one moment
to the next.

This is exactly what has been
made possible for 42 economically-
disadvantaged families in Gyumri in
the past few years, through Armenia
Fund USA's Gyumri Housing Project.
The Grigoryans are the 42nd family to
leave a life of unimaginable suffering
behind, thanks to a new, beautiful home
gifted to them by Armenia Fund USA.

Artyom Grigoryan was seven years
old when the 1988 earthquake
devastated Gyumri. Although he and
his family survived the disaster, they
lost everything they had, including

* their house. A year later, Artyom’'s

parents were able to scrape some
money together to buy a makeshift hut.
And while the shanty provided them
with a roof over their heads, it could
hardly qualify as what we might call a
home.

Some sections of the single-room
hut were cobbled together with an
assortment of tin and wood panels.
That lone room had to accommodate
five persons: Artyom, his parents, and
two brothers. The hut lacked a proper
kitchen and bathroom. A beat-up tub
outside was used for washing clothes.
The rickety roof leaked in rain or snow,
and, in general, the hut provided no
protection against the biting cold of

Gyumri's winters and the oppressive

heat and humidity of its summers. As |

unbearably, the shanty was perennially |
plagued by vermin. Thus the Grigoryans |
not only had to suffer abject poverty
and the indignity of languishing in
a crumbling hovel, but needed to do
constant battle against the rodents.

Eventually the Grigoryans were given
a tiny house by the government. But
Artyom had to continue to live in their

first hut, owing to the fact that he '~

needed a place of his own after getting
married a few years ago. He and his
wife, Gohar, had two children: Vahan,
born in 2016; and Mariam, born in 2017.
The family was blessed with love, but |
the young couple saw little reason to
hope for a better life. Artyom's income,
as an electrician and part-time taxi
driver, amounted to $145 a month;
government assistance for the children
came out to a little over $60. The family
couldn't possibly afford better housing.

But then came the miracle.

On a balmy April day this year, the
Grigoryans received some unexpected
guests. These were representatives of
Armenia Fund USA, and had brought
with them an equally unexpected gift:
the keys to a new home! Shocked and

elated at the same time, Artyom and |~

Gohar could not believe what they were
hearing and seeing. Was this really
the day their lives would turn around
once and for all? Was kindness of this
magnitude still possible in this world? |
The guests then informed Artyom and
Gohar that their gift was made possible
by an anonymous Armenian family in
California.




Within less than an hour, the
Grigoryans were taken to their new
residence, in Gyumri's Ani District.
What awaited them was a bright,
spacious, freshly-renovated apartment
in a clean building, complete with a
nice balcony. Moreover, the apartment
was fully furnished and featured a
complement of modern amenities,
including all necessary household
appliances. Everything was brand-
new.

As Artyom and Gohar were given a
tour of their new home, stepping foot in
one sparkling room after the next, they
could hardly contain their joy. After
suffering the horrors of their old hut for
over 30 years, now Artyom would at last
get to live in a comfortable, pleasant
home with his young family. Here, in
this warm, welcoming environment,
he and Gohar would go on to raise
their children without fearing for their
safety and health. As importantly,
little Vahan and Mariam would get
to actually enjoy their childhood and
have vibrant, normal lives like other
kids, never having to deal with the daily
indignities of life in a shanty.

The Gyumri Housing Project is an
ongoing initiative, and the support
of caring donors is always welcome.
Every single dollar counts in making
a difference in the lives of Gyumri's
homeless families. It takes only
around $25,000 to cover the costs of
a new apartment, including furniture
and appliances. With your generous
contribution today, we can help change
lives.

The Gyumri Housing Project is
a special-partnership initiative of
Armenia Fund USA and ARTN TV.
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YEARS OF HARDHIP: The cramped, ramshackle hut in which the Grigoryans lived lacked a
proper kitchen and bathroom. The rickety roof leaked in rain or snow, and, in general, the hut
provided no protection against the biting cold of Gyumri's winters and the oppressive heat
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"OUR GYUMRI"
Inspiring hope,
transforming lives

This year, through the newly-launched
"Our Gyumri" project, we will be
refurbishing a landmark building that
will comprise 40 apartment units. As
importantly, it will feature a kindergarten
and family-friendly grounds, as well as
art studios and micro-businesses run by
residents themselves. This extraordinary
structure will not just provide homes to
vulnerable families in Gyumri, but help
create a thriving, dynamic community.

Please join us today to make our shared
vision a reality.

To make a donation, call 1-800-888-
8897 or visit armeniafund.org/donate
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