WWW.ARMENIAFUND.ORG

MY HOME

ARMENI

ARMENIA FUND QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER

#1 / QUARTER ONE, 2018

ﬁ’%" icAL MISSION 20 FAE
1'dd octor finds weﬁﬁﬁnsmrat: rTvF‘rﬁa s ? ¢
JEYAN KINDERGARTEN) 5% = ! \a Ao
.?‘carefree childhood _ 3
el ey Sag 1 "

SREBUILDING TALISH
?ﬁﬁﬁfswﬁere the heart is

ARMENIA FUND'S HOMELAND TOURS
. Journeys that make the spirit soar

LErue 2UsSGErEL
ANUULHIUNRBPRL ‘




LO )KI
4+ TOABRIG

Yeranuhl Safaryan and her family no access to gas or water,and n
once had a normal life. They lived protection against Gyumpyi h

in a nice, four-bedroom apartment in winters and hot . Furthermore,
Gyumri, worked hard, and had every vermin infes a constant worry,
‘ﬁ‘- yreason to look ahead to a bright future. making the fa}m ailylife all the
__IBut their lives changed forever on harder.

I

e December 7, 1988, when the devastating

B, Spitak earthquake claimed many loved

i ~"ones and friends, and left a path of
destruction in its wake. The horrific
disaster left the Safaryans' building,
too, with extensive structural damage.
It was imploded eventually, as it was
determined to be too dangerous for
occupation.

Yeranuhi got married the followin
;ﬁfyear This was her husband's s

marriage; all members of his fir

family had perished in the e

Although Yeranuhi and her h

were essentially home

ondition. Irena is 28. She recently
a Master's degree in English from
yumri State Pedagogical Institute.

Yeranuhi could not afford to rent — let
alone buy — a decent home. Her sole
income still consists of some state

e. assistance totaling about $90 a month.
Yet, incredibly, she remained optimistic
and forbearing. Despite the daily ordeals
of life in a domik, despite the seemingly
endless blows which she and her family
have sustained from the earthquake
onward, she was still very much hopeful
that there was light at the end of the
tunnel.

charitable
a ik—a

| container
re, in this
started their

so-called temporapy m
— in which to live. It wa

That hoped-for light burst into
gorgeous view recently, when Yeranuhi
and Irena were presented with the
surprise of their lives, a new and
beautiful apartment. It was a gift from
Armenia Fund, through its Gyumri
Housing Project, and made possible
by benefactors Vahe and Veronique
Karapetian of Los Angeles.

Yeranuhi's domik was a cramped,
rusty, leaky hovel with no amenities
of any kind. No kitchen or bathroom,
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Yeranuhi and Irena could hardly wait
to step foot in their apartment. And
when they did, later that day, they cried
tears of unfettered joy, for the first time
in a very long time. As they discovered,
their new home was not just newly
renovated, but came fully furnished,
and featured every appliance they could
wish for. It was here, in this spacious,
comfortable apartment, that their new
lives would begin. Yeranuhi's health,
which for years had languished in the
wretched conditions of their old hut,
would now have a chance to improve,
with her high spirits certainly helping
her get better. As for Irena, living in such
a bright, wonderful home would further
inspire her to nurture her intellectual and
professional aspirations.

The Gyumri Housing Project is an
ongoing initiative, and the support
of caring donors is always welcome.
Every single dollar counts in making
a difference in the lives of Gyumri's
homeless families. It takes only around
$25,000 to cover the costs of purchasing
an apartment for a family, renovating it,
furnishing it, and equipping it with all
necessary appliances.

There are hundreds of struggling
families in Gyumri who are still waiting
for the day when they'll leave the
indignity of homelessness behind, and
be given a fresh horizon to live for. With
your generous contribution today, we
can make their dream come true.






For decades, Mrs. Yeranuhi and her daughter, Irena, have lived in this cramped,
squalid hut, which lacked even the most basic amenities. / SwulwJtwylubn
owpnilwly, Shy. Epwlnthhl ni nniunpp bpElwl wwypwd 6U wyu Uen, fwnfuniy,
wWULUEU lmwppwlwl huly ywpdwnniphitUutnt yniply hhinwyhu ukty:

The Safaryans' life changed forever when Armenia Fund presented therm with

a newly renovated, fully furnished apartment, complete with allappliances. /
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The caring support of compatriots: longtime Armenia Fund benefactors Mr. and Mrs./VVahe and Veronique Karapetian (far left and far right) with Irena &
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Pathologists Dr. Chandrika Seneviratne and Dr. Michele Cosgrove at
the Noyemberyan Hospital. Dr. Cosgrove has volunteered there for the
past three years. / Ufuunwpwlltn 2Qwluwnphpw UELEYhpwULL ni
Uhzt Rnuynpnyp LnjGdpbptwlh LhrwlnwlnghU dte: Rnuynny npuku
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i e're all part of the big
Whuman family," says Dr.
Chandrika Seneviratne, a native
of Sri Lanka who has lived in the

United States for many years. “W
R

may speak different languages,
and we may have different cultu
and cuisines, but we're all human
beings and must help one
Ever since completing h

She says she sig
joint Armenia Fund-
mission to the Noye
Hospital in,p/ra‘w\ \o@elp her sisters

enia, and adds

and brothers.in Ay
that s({%{:{ {t-at home here right
fron h%\\t.\g
"A?/EW'\ minds me of Sri
@ﬁ r. Chandrika says.
ou know, there are quite a few
ilarities between the two. In
Sri Lanka, too, many people live in
poverty, but their kindness knows

no bounds. | find it amazing that
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in Tavush, such as the :
residents have no problem drinking

tap water, and that they grow their

own fruits and vegetables.

“For those like me who live in big
cities, it's strange to see people
cultivating their own gardens
and growing their food with their
own hands," the doctor says.
“Everything is natural in Tavush.
And the food is delicious. | think
these are the reasons that people
here are, over all, very healthy.”

During September 16-21, 2017, Dr.
Chandrika has examined 70 female
patients at the Noyemberyan
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dri -' }'e'ts the fact that
Tavush residents don't speak
ish, as she would've loved to

~find out more about their lives and
~ traditions, she says.

fa

“Yet in the short time that | was in
Noyemberyan, | managed to learn a
few Armenian words and phrases,"
she continues. “Having enjoyed our
Armenian patients' extraordinary
kindness and warmth, | wished |
could spend more time with them.
That's why I've decided to learn
Armenian. | know it's a complex
language, but | will try my best. My
hope is that if I'm able to return
to Armenia with our mission next
year, I'll be able to communicate
with our patients in their mother
tongue.”
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mth, | wished | could spend more time with them, and decided to
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0 is second-floor
assroom window at the construction
workers across the building. Holding
a toy truck in his other hand, Hayk
says he'll be using it to haul building
materials for the “uncles.” He has
some other construction toys as well,
but they're broken. He shows us a
bunch of Legos strewn across the -
battered shelves. He uses the Legos
to build homes. He can't wait for the
construction workers to start bLuIdlng
the second floor of the neW strue\ure
so that he'll get to fo ow thE| work
more closely. RE R

Hayk is among tﬁ&f ro p of oIder
kids, between th,e\?ag\ej of five and

They spend their dayon the second
floor of the ramsﬁaq:kle kindergarten.
There are 45 6ther students in the

located on Ihe flrst level, right by the
ﬁfj} n trance. Itwas nap time when we
~came to visit them. But we found out
that\only half the children were taking
a nap. When |'asked why the rest of
them weren't napping, the answer was
simple:there weren't enough beds.

Inspired by the construction crew working on ljevan's new kindergarten, five-year-old Hayk
Eganyan wants to become a builder when he grows up. / hotiwlUh Unp dwlwuwwnpunkyp
Yuwnnignn wafuwwnwinpubpktl UtpzUsniwd, huqudbwy Lwyily Equljwlup Yp thwthwph
2hbwpwp nwnbwp tpp UGoLW):



Founded in the 1970s, the
kindergarten has never seen a major
renovation. After being severely
damaged in an earthquake, the
building has remained shut for 20
years. It was only nine years ago that
certain repairs were made and it was
reopened, though in baby steps. There

i qu?only one classroom at first. Then,
gradually, others were added. Today,
135 children attend the kindergarten.

'But things have been tough to the
extreme. Staff members have tried to
repair cracks with their own hands.
They have stuck screens to the walls,
. painted them, and otherwise did

Sy eir u'_c_mlogt;to_ keep the bm!dlng as LT ﬂ,r e 2 _ . iy T Se e
A ‘and functional as possible. Yet R o R L e w MBERT e L
. 53‘ there's onIy so much they can do. Benefactor Raymond Hartoonian holding a time capsule that was placed at the foundation

ﬁE‘r The kitchen is slowly sinking, and the
e ubiquitous cracks keep getting wider

of the future kindergarten. / Pwptnwnp Nkydnun Bwppenibbwl pplwd t jhownwlh wwinhd
Up, npn ybwnbnnibgw: wwywagw) dwllwwuwputyh hhdGpniu:

and deeper. support of Armenia Fund benefactors  building, she was just astounded
G | I L TR g Mr. and Mrs. Raym.ond and Ani : and woqdered how w.efd bef’en able
of the 'staff will ;10 longer need to acy .o MEMD Mr. Gr|sha.Sook|.aS|an, ORI N condmops, g ,
B Orry: gkl e T A and Mrs. Sonik/Artounian. With a total Nayra Ghazum_yan, the kindergarten's
Vi Feasop=toFachp ot thaik area of close to 1,200/square meters, 31—year—o|d“pr|n_C|paI, herself
the new kindergarten will be the an-alumna.“Subsequently our

surroundings. That's because the ; )
“uncles” referred to by Hayk are largest ever built by the Fund. RaUEIRc ors detidegito builfggbrands
E new campus instead of renovating

Ehu:gllggc:rlnqgnvsklndergarten gpposite “When Mrs. Sonik Artounian, our the-old one. It was very emotional,
; Armenian=American benefactor, when our beloved Raymond and o
The state-of-the-art facility is came to visit us for the first time Ani Hartoonian, together with their :
being constructed with the financial and saw the wretched state of our young children, came to visit us last

Construction workers at the building site. The new kindergarten will feature a full complement of modern amenities and equipment.
% Chbwnwnbbnn wpfuwnuwlph pupwgphl: Lnp 2kupp odinniwd whwnh priwy pninp wnnhwlywl jupdwnniphiblbnny nt fuydwdolbnny:



- very grateful! You can'ti
excitement of our stud
They keep ing us w
constructi the new kindergarten
will be completed.”

Impatient to see that wonderful
day, young and old are now following
the progress of the pro‘ect, stone by

stone. ’

Hayk and his classmate,
— who has decided to beco
military doctor when he gr
won't get to be students at
kindergarten, as they'll be
this year, whereas the new
is set to open its doors a f
later, in December. But th
aren't sad about this, as

ing h
g er hen she
ing's for sure:
arts attendl the r new,
_'_pe.autlfully furnished klndergarten

~ she will have come one step closer to
the realization of her dreams.

U
a

ljevan's new kindergarten will
change the lives of not only its
students, but the city as a whole:
Already numerous parents fro
nearby towns and villages ha
contacted the kindergarten' f,

Arminka Sargsyan would love to become a pediatrician
when she grows up, while another kindergartener,
Sergey Aghasaryan (left), wants to become a military
doctor. / UpupUlyw Uwnpqujwlp 4 'niyt dwulywpn)d
nwnuw| tpp dEoLwWy, huly Ubpgty Unwuwpjwln
(dwfuhU) Yp thwhwph yhuninpwywl pdh2y nwnlw:
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ljevan's old kindergarten has languished for decades in a state of severe disrepair. The new campus (below) will be the biggest
ever built by Armenia Fund. /-hotrwlh hhU vwlwwwnpunktyp mwubwdbwllbn pwpnilwly pwppzniwo E whwinp wwjdwllbpnt
Uko: Lnp p2tupp (Ywph Uywpp) whuh priwy Lwjwunwl Lpdbwnpwdh Junnigwsd JEdwan/u Jwbwwwpunkyp:
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Kindergarten principal Nayra Ghazumyan says ljevan's new kindergarten is one of the city's most highly
anticipated projects. In the photo at right: kindergarten staff member Anush Ordinyan. / UwUlwuwwptyh
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HOME IS WHERE THE HEART IS

Sevak Hakobyan

Displaced by the April War of 2016, many residents of Talish*have been living in temporary huts in.the village of Alashan. / 2016-h.Uuph&wl
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i You can say we're now in little
Talish,” Vilen Petrosyan says

with a smile as he shows a cluster
of temporary residences in Alashan.
Petrosyan has been the mayor of
Talish for the past 25 years. Today,
the communal kitchen, public bath,
and administrative buildings of
Alashan, a former resort village, have
been turned into makeshift homes.
Following the April War of 2016, close
to 46 families from Talish, totaling
180 residents, have taken refuge in
Alashan. Of the rest of Talish's 500
residents, they're now scattered
across various communities in
Artsakh and Armenia. Petrosyan
knows exactly where each of his
fellow Talish natives has ended up,
and assures us that he keeps in
touch will all of them.

Vilen Petrosyan was to celebrate
his 52nd birthday on April 2, 2016.
The previous day, his wife had
cooked several sumptuous dishes,
as well‘as a hirthday torte, for the
family feast: But in the predawn
hours of April 2, the Azerbaijani army
rained down rockets and machine-
gun fire on the peaceful population
of Talish. Most everyone fled for their
lives. Within a few hours, Talish had
become a ghost town.

Talish mayor Vilen Petrosyan.
Pwih2h ghinwuwtwn dh&U MEwnpnujwu:

During the Four-day War unleashed
by Azerbaijan, a few Azeri soldiers
had been able to enter Talish. At that
time, there were still some Armenian
civilians left in the village. The
Azeris savagely killed three elderly
people and subsequently launched
a disinformation campaign on the
Internet, claiming they had captured
Talish.

“We used every means available
to quickly get our people out of
the village and give them shelter
wherever we could,” Petrosyan
recalls. "In Alashan today, we already
have a medical clinic, a mayor's
office, a school, and two stores. In

addition, our folks grow crops and
raise animals on more than 600
acres of land. But of course, despite
the more or less comfortable life
that they've built here, these people
sorely miss their birthplace, and
anxiously wait for the day they'll be
able to go back.”

The reconstruction of Talish, one
of the Martakert Region's oldest
villages, has been a top strategic
and political priority for Artsakh and
Armenia. Cognizant of the urgent
importance of rebuilding the border
village, Armenia Fund benefactor
and honorary member Antranik
Baghdassarian has provided
generous support for its restoration,
including the refurbishment of
homes, the community center, the
event hall, and the social center,
as well as the potable-water and
sewer systems. With this major
contribution, Baghdassarian has
once again underscored the fact that
the Armenians remain united in the
struggle for Artsakh's security and
prosperity. Now, as Talish rises from
the ashes, it is demonstrating to
neighboring Azerbaijan and the world
that the Armenians will continue
to live and create in their historic
homeland.



- . _-'-i"-.:_ A
_ - b %)

a8 5 A_RUSSI/

e

'______._'_' _. :.‘ R =
. hﬁ”it;ﬁ |
" = |
}'; “m_l AZERBAIJAN
"|III gt B L /f"
.-IrI: {l::r &
: " TALISH
REPUBLIC OF = N . @,
::1 ARMENIA T %
. Foa s !
b F e N Ty
Ip [ ™ |
ey

- 2016-h U '."
nuscruup Uupr}tl
JuuuLere — urclh UL
850 UL2, LcruncuL 130
PULPC3PLEN, UNULULNRU
uuu dhrurnrAfrUo:

eULhCh UUMMuuU3nL
SATTTRESLEP 594,
uursuuut L‘.J\ QﬂF‘U ﬂQ
UursuuuL:

RULPCH UES UUUUUR LUU
UUPNA2NIPL RULANNUD
LULNMUDOUGPAR @PRC 190 —
LEPUNEUL 167 ALULULUL,
UEU BUENESH, UEU APNS,
Uty UULLUNUNSES,

UEL QUAUSR, brunh
ZULYPULUNUL,

2NPU ULNRE, ULy
2UsUanrouruy, Uty
GhrUNESULUL CELL, Bh
NhEC UGULUL:

=

S (NAGORNO mansnm A
REPUBLIC G727 sut )

THE WAR'S TOLL IN TALISH

FEESSITIVEAN TOINEO F THE
APRIL WAR OF 2016: MORE
THAN 850 PEOPLE, INCLUDING
130 TALISH RESIDENTS, KILLED
OR INJURED.

LIVES LOST IN TALISH: 97
SOLDIERS AND FOUR CIVILIANS.

PROPERTY PARTIALLY OR
eOMPLETERGRESTREOY ED)

IN TALISH: A TOTAL OF 190
STRUCTURES INCLUDING 167
HOMES, A CHURCH, A SCHOOL,
A KINDERGARTEN, A FLOUR
MILE, TWO EVENT HALLS,
FOUR STORES, A BAKERY, ONE
MUNICIPAL BUILDING, AND
EIGHT FARMS.
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“And this is our home," VaI:!i .
says as he takes us to his fruit
grove. He then opens the door to
his refurbished home. "Here's the
kitchen," he says. "This is the kids'
room, and that's the living room.
We're waiting for the furniture.”

|

2,

il

o
A

As he's about to tell us how the nine
members of his family will divide the -
rooms between themselves, we hear S -
the creaking of the front-yard gate. =
It's Oleg, the son of the only family ™. T [
that has returned to Talish.

“What's going on?" Oleg asks
jokingly, “You're moving in
already? Well, it's about ti

much longer can w@&\yyl
neighbors?" : Ty b
& \§ \

Oleg has moved\)i@k the
village with his 80-year-old mother,
Grandma Agnesf\?and%%;year—old
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father, Grandpa Benik. The elderly
couple were the last to leave the
village on, NL;@G]G, and the first
to re tf% in November 2017. It was
ehZf Xnﬂ()w ’had been the
most vocal about returning to the
,,,\:\\Ljﬂa’gé}as,\\s;o/on as possible. Now
“that he's here and witnesses the
transformation of his birthplace,
sometimes he can't believe it's the
same Talish they escaped from in
2016.

ayrapetyan's house was among 167 homes that were p
ed by the Azeris. Today, with the generous support of
enia Fund is rebuilding Talish. / dwshly Lwjpwwbuny
nntu Ynnut dwuwdp ptwdpnnonyht pwlnniwd 1
uon, pwntnwn Uunpnwuhly Mwnunwuwnptwuh wn
Lwjwunwl Lhduwnpwdnp wdpnnondhl yp 4



ng, ‘You're sure we're

chuckles Grandma
Q‘|years has worked
urse. “After leaving

pril 2016, we lived

T IALrpenia's Kotayk

few months. We used to

lays. We couldn't wait to

( (’/\" e 1990s, too, during

‘e left ralish and then

Iﬁls the same story. |

( live anyv ere else. We are so

yrateful ‘to Armenia Fund and

ctor! In the past, we didn't

e egular cold water. Now we

)/ tanc cold water around the

clock, and Armenia Fund has done a

/elous job renovating our home."

N g
it v ‘As Grandma Agnes makes coffee
=i og inher newly furnished kitchen, she
1 [ F ]l bemoans the fact that she can't treat
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~ us to desserts, since as yet there are
~ no stores in the village to buy fresh
pastries from.

“Had you come by tomorrow, we
would've eaten together,” she says.
“We're going to mark Grandpa
Benik's 89th birthday. We've
slaughtered a lamb. We're going to
make a little spread and celebrate
his birthday in our renovated home."
As she says this, Grandma Agnes
chokes up and turns her face away,
no doubt hoping that next year her
family will be able to mark Grandpa
i Benik's 90th birthday together with
e fi their newly returned neighbors.
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(= To'aecommodate refugee families from Talish, many structures in Alashan, including a public bath, have been converted
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Vachik Hayrapetyan, who never misses a chance to visit Talish to see the progress of the reconstruction
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TALISH RISING FROM THE ASHES: Armenia Fund is rebuilding not only homes, but all public buildings. The Fund has also restored the community's potable-water
network and built a sewer system from scratch. The photo above shows Vachik Hayrapetyan's newly renovated house. / @ULPCL YL FUN2NULUS URENrULLENNR
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The amenities include a freshly built bathroom, complete with Attention to detail: the Hayrapetyans' bright, spacious, beautifully constructed
brand-new components. / Swl jwpdwpniehtulbpp 4p Ubpwnutl living room. / Réwfuunhp wpfuwwnwlp — Lwjpwwbwnjwllbnnil (niuwinp,
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BACK IN THEIR BIRTHPLACE. Oleg Ohanyan and his miother, Agnes, and father, Benik (facing page) were the last family to leave Talish when the
Azeris destroyed it during the April War of 2016, afd the first\to return, in November 2017. /oluvrudusr derutrur2uo: Ojtq Ohwljwunp,
hp dwypp UqUtup, & hwypp PEURYp (Jugnpn tp) JEpghU pithwUhpl LAL, np Pwihzp dqtghl tpp wybphUbpp ywjb Ynpdwlbn Ehu 2016-h
Uwyphibwl wwinbpnwydhl, Gt wnwohlu punwlhpp, npyGnwnwnpdwi qhinp Lnjkuptn 2017-hu:




« L‘I wnth £ wub hhdw thnpp
[Gwhzntd Gup», duywnGiny.
Y'put wihzh 25 tnwnpniwy)
ghtnwuwtwn YhiEU MGwnpnujwup, gnjg
wnuwny Uwzwuh Ute juwnnigniwd
dwdwuwyuwinp yuwgwnpwultnpp:
Lwluyhtu hwuguunwyuwin Ujwpwuh
hwdwjupwhu fjunhwungp, pwnuhpu
ntywnswyuwl 2EUptpp wjuon
puwywwntnhutp nwnawsd Gu: 2016-
h UwphGwUu wwunbpwydtu Gunp,
@wihzh 500 puwyhsutpku 180-p
down 46 puinwuhp, hwutnwwnntwod
£ Ujwpwuh Ute. plwysniptul
duwgtbuwp wjcgd Upgwifuh nt
Zwjwunwluh ywlwywu 2nowuutpniu
Ute £ Ghinwwiinp wughp Yp Jh2t
ny nip inGnwithnfuniwé k, GLyp
Junwhtgut, et pninphu htwn yuw yp
wuwht:

dhEU NEwnpnujwup Uwnhy 2,
2016-hU hp 52-wdGwyp whwnh
UzEn. bwfunpn opp Yhup hwywp nt
JEY pwl GG Ep, wwwnpwuwntp Ep
VwbL lnwpGnwpah yupyuwunwyp:

(QULPC -

Uwywju wpwnjutt wnwy,
wwnpwtjdwbwywl nidtpp gunwghp
Ynwy nuhpphn wbnwgnight fuwnwn
hw) pbwyhsuEpntu ypwy, 6L Gdwihzp

nwwnwnynitGgwt Uh pwuh dwudniw) UE:

Uwnpwtjdwuh uwbdwybnowd ]
Uwnhwl pwnoptw) wwuinGpwydhu
pupwgphU, Uh pwuh wytnh L
yhuntnputp Ypgtbip Ehu Unut| @why;
N tnwywiht vuwgwo Ehu uh pLuUh
fuwnwin plwyhgutin: Uytphutinp/ ‘
nwdwlontl uwwlltghu tptp hi |
nwinbgutp GLhwdwgwugh gt %
wwwwnbnGywwnnintphtu mwnwﬁtgh@
nn hpptit ek jwenntin thl ﬂnlﬂtblqmﬂﬁ

«2Gnph tnwy bqwo UhgngUbnnq
thnpaBghUP 2w Wnwig Uwnnyulg

g 4

T

el
hp ouquwﬁ' L{bnwr;wnbw[t bmg REUNY
Ohwljwlp Uptg hp 89-pn mwnbnéunAg

After returning to his birthplace, Benik Ohanyan
- celebrated his 89th birthday.
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npnup wuwulww
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uGlGwyp, hptpwupwhp. uwywund Gup 016q Ohwljwlp gunlnty Up Yp Unppk hp hop PELAYH 89-pn tnwptnwpAhU wnphL:
YwhnjphU»: Oleg Ohanyan slaughtering a lamb for the 89th birthday of his father, Benik.
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twppGpntehtt wjb Jwawo dwdpwUutpnil, npnug yundntw s Gu wupuwd Gpynhn
Uke: Zpuw YuwliwslEnnt wdpnng énynt Up Ute Gu, ahpyp fupun, unugwyuwl nt
wludwipwohp wuwwnh Up, np Yp 2usk ywn-yuwwnjun tpbtiph dp tnwy: Swuywnod
hEGnntu, 2w hGnntu, Yp Ljwwnbu Uhwibwy Ywnnig Up, np pwntuwnwUtu nnipu
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5 AEREL (1 ¥, Ywuwp, Np Yp jwjinlnth wdkunipGp et dwpnng GL et hnnhl pundtstl, Y’ punanyt
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Zwjwuinwl £hdlwnpwuh wnweht Lwjwutnwl-Upgwiu ninGinpnighiup yp
yuwydwyGnpwnitp 2011-pu, Uywwnwy ntuGUwny uthhtnpwhw) wuhwwnubpnt wnhpn
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ujuwit JulGiGw| 2powwinnjuinun YuwydwytpwGl: 2015-EU h y&n, tnwpGywu Gpynt
2nowiynnjn tnGnh NGgWd £ UEyh thnfuwptl: huy wju thwph wlnlg phip whh
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tnwpnthl Udwl spwghputpnt, ophliwy nuwpngutpnt nt hwdwjupw)jhl YEnpnuutpnt
Juyn&pp, wnhep Y'niuGuwl ywunlp vwpnyuwiht dwywpnwyh Jp ypuy
quUwhwuwnbnt = dwlopwlUw|ny puwyhsubpntu, Gpgtiny wunug htwn, pupn2uutiny
nGnwywu hwutn dw2tnp, ywd yw)GiGiny jwbwwwnpwuwnhg wpunwuwlntghtuutn
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Uju 2nowiyinnjinunntu pupwgpht, wigbintutnp Yp tnGuutl bwbt, np hwjptuhph
tnwnwopht hpwywlwgniwé Gupwywnnigwihu spuwaghputptu 2wuwnbpp = prjwu
wunup dwdpwlutn, opwaghdtn, L Gpupwanpswlywu dSpwaghputp — ny Uhwju
nwydwghnwywl wndtp yp ubplyuwjwgutu, wjp wnonptw) Ywuph hdwuwnny UGS

2UBUUSUL <PULUMUUP ErRUNSNBSLENL UBNPELPRP UEL: Ujgbiniphiulitn (YEptl) kouhwdlUp Uwyn Upnn. Lwjng 8&nwuwwlniptwl
Pwluquwnpwl-hPuuwnhwnnun. OhobtnUwlwptnnp jnipwynenn. G UGtwlwy Lhd: / JOURNEYS TO THE HOMELAND, ORGANIZED BY ARMENIA FUND. Visitors at
(from top) Ejmiatsin Cathedral, the Genocide Museum-Institute, the Tsitsernakaberd Memorial, and Lake Sevan.
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dwlph ytnbghhU Uute. b1 Qwldwuwnh dwlpp: / LAND OF ENCHANTMENT. From top: on the way to Haghartsin Monastery, the medieval monastery, nestled
in the lush forests of Dilijan, inside the church of Akhtala Monastery; Gandzasar Monastery.




JOURNEYS THAT MA

he bus is sloping gently toward

mountainous terrain. It's cruising
along a newly-built, immaculate
highway, with not a single pothole
or lump to watch out for — unlike so
many of the decrepit roads you're
accustomed to "back home." Now
you're in a veritable sea of green: in
the lap of a lush, ancient forest as far
as the eye can see, luxuriating under
a pitch-blue sky. Suddenly you notice
a lone structure in the far distance,
jutting out of the landscape with its
multicolored dome and walls, like
a jewel in a crown. The tour guide
announces that it's a thousand-year-
old monastery. Some of your fellow
travelers sigh in awe and disbelief. And
then, there it is — a goose bump that
darts across your entire body, followed
by a little note to yourself: “This must
be heaven on Earth."

It's an impression that's recounted in
various ways, year after year, by those
who participate in the Armenia Fund
Donor Education Trips to Armenia and
Artsakh.

What visitors from the Diaspora
experience during these sojourns
is a deeply emotional and spiritual
bond with their historic homeland. It
manifests itself at every step of the
way, through people and the Iand E
through the incredible warmth and
hospitality of local compatrlots A
positive chance encounters and the’
human connections that\are made the
total immersion in tl m
music, architecture, and tradl‘ltlons of
the Armenian heritage; and, ultimately,
the redlscovery of one’ s roots.

The first Armenla Fund Donor
Education’ \np was organlzed in
ith the purpose of giving
Armenians the opportunity
to experience, sfirst-hand the history,
3 cu}ture ‘and natural beauty of Armenia
*and Artsakh; and to witness the

ongomg development of the two

republics by visiting the sites of

MYSTICAL EXPERIENCE: inside the cathedral of the 10th-century Akhtala Monastery.
newly completed projects. Many who 2N3ENULUPL PNPRUNNMRPRL — 10-pn nwpnil Ywrnigniws Upupwiwih dwlph nwdwphl Ute:
participated in that maiden tour were



donors of Armenia Fund. But that was
to change quickly.

As word spread about the
extraordinary range and scope of the
annual Armenia Fund Donor Education
Trip, people from across the globe,
including many non-Armenians, got
on board. In time, popular demand
for these trips grew so much that the
Fund began to offer additional ones.
Since 2015, there have been two trips
annually, instead of one; and this year,
the number will jump to three, with the
first trip planned to take place in May,
in celebration of the centennial of the
First Republic of Armenia.

“Armenia and Artaskh make your
spirit soar," a recent trip participant
has noted, referring equally to the
breathtaking beauty of the homeland
and newly completed development
projects. As visitors are taken to the
sites of such projects — including
schools and community centers — they
get to appreciate them on a human
level: by meeting local residents,
breaking into song with them, tasting
the exquisite cuisine, or being treated

to impromptu recitations or musical

performances by youngsters.

In the course of these trips, ;S
participants also discover that man

of the new infrastructure projects —

S

across the homeland, such \\
agricultural-development program
and road construction, not: re

X

el
<hg neland.”

\X he Armenia Fund Donor Education
~Trips are a celebration of this very

~—_Armenia Fund never solicits donations

an Jinbashian

of strategic value, but carry immense
civilian importance. An example is the
Vardenis-Martakert Highway, a 72-mile
route that was built by the Hayastan
All-Armenian Fund and inaugurated

in 2017, becoming a second lifeline
between Armenia and Artsakh (the first
being the Goris-Stepanakert Highway,
also built by the Fund). By connecti
Armenia and Artsakh, both landlock
countries, the scenic Vardenis- E
Martakert Highway has spurred (//7\\

unprecedented economic activitﬁ,\ )

vastly boosting tourism ant‘j/ggx erce:

As Armenia Fund Ex cuti&éQirquctbr

SENER GIERTIED saysl $ r§&\n1a/;\{/
Diasporans, it's still h;?dk ine
that after the Geno iWer 70 years
of Soviet rule.an ny upheavals,
we now have an'i dent Armenia
and a liberated Artsakh.’So when

Diasporans \‘Vi\‘;i’th/e meland and
see with/the' 1 ;e’?es the marvelous

stride Iﬁtﬁq%e been made, they

L

bond,"” Kotanjian continues. "It's why

The Mother Armenia Statue at
Yerevan's Victory Park.

Uwjp <wjwumwlp 3nipwpdwlip
Swnpwlwlyh Ujgh, Epnbiwl:

during these tours, as they remain
entirely dedicated to the vision of
connecting Diaspora Armenians with
their ancestral homeland.” {r}
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The view from Haghbat Monastery. / S&_@.‘w ul :_';.E!;qaéﬁm .
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MW By CEREMONIES!

DO NOF TRIPS TO ARMENIA!
@ MAY 17-30, 2018
800 PER COUPLE + COST OF AIRFARE

Package includes rt transfers in Armenia, accommeodations at 4-star hotels, unlimited food
and alcohblicsoft drinks, ground transportation, free daily bilingual guided tours, cultural
& events, photo/video service and afl taxes, fees and tips.

& s

@ TOUR DATES IN 2018:
MAY 17-30 | JULY 5-18 | SEPTEMBER 6-19

call 1-818-445-0205 or 1-800-888-8897



