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rtsakh is not just one of the

most beautiful countries in
the world; given its wonderful
climate and fertile soil, it also
has the potential of becoming
an agricultural powerhouse. So
why hasn't it yet? The answer
is, simply, water — not the lack
of it, and certainly not the lack
of know-how or the willingness
to harness it, but the financial
means to get it from point A to
point B.

Today, Armenia Fund has begun
to address this crucial issue

by launching a project that will
boost agriculture in Artsakh like
never before. It is an ambitious,
comprehensive initiative
that aims to build a slew of
infrastructures and refurbish
existing ones, introduce
cutting-edge technologies, and
revolutionize the agricultural
sector as a whole through the
method of drip irrigation.

Titled “Fruitful Artsakh,” the
project will be officially unveiled
at Armenia Fund's annual
Thanksgiving Day Telethon
on November 23, and function
as the organization's newest

flagship program, well into 2022.
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The drip-irrigation system first pumps water from underground. /
Guppehiwiht npngdwl hwdwlwnqp bwfu gnip Yp Unk gGinupl tnwytu:

In its first five-year phase of
implementation alone, "Fruitful
Artsakh” is expected to create
close to 6,000 jobs and increase
crop-raisers' profits up to
twentyfold. As significantly,
the project is poised to have a
proliferating effect, paving the
way for an array of auxiliary
new industries, services, and
infrastructures, and functioning
as a template for success which
more and more crop farmers
across Artsakh and Armenia are
certain to go on to emulate.

The ultimate goal of the project
is to enable the cultivation of
over 250,000 acres of land,
thereby catapulting the economy
of Artsakh to an unprecedented

level. This, in turn, will raise
living standards to those of
industrialized nations, and
ensure that the citizens of
Artsakh will have a tangible,
compelling reason to continue
to live and thrive in their
communities.

Getting to the source

Artsakh has more than 250,000
acres of arable land. Yet,
astonishingly, only 7 percent
of those lands are cultivated,
leaving the remaining 93 percent
unused.

There is a twofold problem
behind this state of affairs. First,




Artsakh's largest rivers and
other surface bodies of water are
located in the northwestern part
of the country, while agricultural
lands are found mostly in the
southeast. Bringing water from
the north to irrigate the southern
lands would be so expensive

as to be simply unfeasible. The
other part of the problem is that
while southern Artsakh has vast
water resources, they remain
largely inaccessible, as they're
located below ground, at depths
of up to 300 feet. The solution,
therefore, would be to bring this
wealth of water to the surface
for irrigation.

It's a solution that is at the
heart of Armenia Fund's “Fruitful
Artsakh"” project. Generating
irrigation water entails a
comprehensive set of steps. It
includes digging deep-water
wells, building power lines and
connecting them to industrial-
grade water pumps, linking
the latter to filtration systems
and pipes spanning entire
fields, and, finally, installing
drip-irrigation systems and
connecting them to underground
water pipes. This last component
will be implemented by the
government of Artsakh, through
its agricultural-development
program.

Drip irrigation has been a
quantum leap in agriculture,
as it's able to turn even barren
deserts into lush fields. Here's
how it works: instead of traveling
through an open-air canal,
the water travels through thin




Water is then distributed through tubes. This allows for water to drip slowly to the
roots of plants, either from above the soil surface or buried below the surface. / 2nipp
wuww yp pwefunth funnnuubnny: Ujuwtu, gnipp nuwunwnontl ywebiny 4p hwuuh
pnjutnnt wpdwwubnpnib, pfubind gqtunnup dwlytpbuhl ypw bt qud gbinbhl tnwytu:

plastic pipes with tiny holes on
the bottom. As the water flows
through the pipes, it drip-
irrigates the ground on which
they're installed. Therefore the
water feeds the plant by dripping
directly above the root, without
being wasted or vaporized.

Each deep-water well in Artsakh
can provide irrigation for up
to 60 acres of land. Currently,
farmers in the country make an
average of §120 from an acre of
land. The reason for such low
profit margins is that farmers
are limited to growing crops
like wheat and rye, relying
primarily on rainwater, instead
of raising high-profit but
irrigation-intensive crops such
as vegetables, fruits, and nuts.
Drip-irrigation systems will be
a blessing for Artsakh farmers,
allowing them to diversify their
crops and see their profits jump
to the neighborhood of $3,000
per acre.

What makes the “Fruitful
Artsakh” project all the more
remarkable is that it will have a
wide multiplier effect. This will
include not only the construction
of power lines and various
irrigation infrastructures,
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but also the establishment of
factories for processing fruits
and vegetables, storage and
packing facilities, and export
companies, as well as sapling
and seedling production
services. Moreover, the project
will result in systemic progress
in terms of professional growth
and know-how, with advanced
trainings provided to farmers,
and the preparation of new
cadres of agronomists. These
activities will create thousands
of additional jobs, further
contributing to the country's
economic vitality.

Drip irrigation at
work: the story of the
Aghajanyans

The Aghajanyan family
orchard, in the Martuni Region's
Berdashen village, is a wonderful
testament to the effectiveness
of drip irrigation fed by a deep-
water well. Seven years ago,
Sarmen Aghajanyan, along with
his father and three brothers,
decided to reap the benefits of
the rich Artsakh soil. "Mainly,
we grew wheat and rye,” Sarmen
Aghajanyan recalls. "But, at
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one point, we decided to start a
fruit orchard. We began with 25
acres."

They planted rows of
pomegranate trees. Had it not
been for the drip-irrigation
system they adopted, their initial
25 acres would have no chance
of being expanded into an
astounding 150 acres. "It used
to take nearly a month to water
the whole orchard — and at an
extremely high rate of water loss
and labor costs,” Aghajanyan
says. "But then we installed a
drip-irrigation system, because
it's simply impossible to
maintain efficiency without it.
Today, we can water the entire
orchard in a very short time — in
about three days — and using
high-quality water without any
loss."

Given the effectiveness of drip
irrigation, the family is now
considering not just planting
more pomegranate trees, but
raising other crops as well.

There's a commonly held
opinion that one can't make a
good living by cultivating land.
This is why many throughout
Artsakh leave their villages and
move to cities, even migrate
to other countries. Today, with
their hard work and dedication,
the Aghajanyans are certainly
proving that opinion wrong.

“Once groundwater is located, it
takes only a week to drill a deep-
water well, and only a maximum
of ten days after that to start
irrigating the land,” says Aram
Mkhoyan, Artsakh's Minister of
Agriculture. "l can't imagine a
more effective, affordable, or
simpler solution.”

Sarmen Aghajanyan’'s parting
words perhaps capture the
essence of the "Fruitful Artsakh”
project best. “We've created
all this on land that's about 12
kilometers from our enemy,”
he says, referring to the family
orchard. “"We're not going
anywhere. This is our land, and
we're staying right here.”
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BECAUSE OF NO

IRRIGATION WATER, ARTSAKH
CULTIVATES ONLY 7% OF ITS
AGRICULTURAL

LANDS

By extracting underground water and irri-
gating high-profit crops with drip method,

annual revenue from a 60-acre field can
increase from today's $7,200 to $150,000.

“FRUITFUL ARTSAKH”
AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAM CAN GENERATE 6,000
NEW JOBS IN 5 YEARS!

HIGH PROFIT CROPS: Vegetables | Fruits | Aboveground Nuts
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Hacop Baghdassarian.
Swlynp Funnwuwnbwl:

N estled among gentle green
slopes and bordered by a
tributary of the Karkar River,
Krasni is a quintessential
Artsakh village: timeless in its
breathtaking beauty; timeless
in the hospitality of its hardy
residents and their deep-rooted
traditions.

Yet the word “"timeless,” in
reference to rural communities
across Armenia and Artsakh, still
remains perilously conditional.
That's because if economic
opportunity is lacking, and if
infrastructure investment is
nonexistent or marginal, it's only
a matter of time before people
leave their towns and villages in
search of work — and ultimately
in search of a better life for their
children.

This is a reality which the
Hayastan All-Armenian Fund
has grasped from the very first
moment of its launch in 1992.
It's a core reason that, as of
2017, it has invested over $350
million toward the prosperity
of the Armenian homeland,
encompassing every conceivable
sector of development. And
it's a reality which the Fund's
benefactors have taken on
energetically, as both challenge
and duty. Hacop Baghdassarian,

HACOP BAGHDASSARIAN

who passed away in September
2017, was among those devoted
benefactors.

What made Baghdassarian such
a remarkable philanthropist
was not just his down-to-earth
demeanor and extraordinary
generosity, but his inexhaustible
passion for helping empower
his compatriots to fulfill their
potential. Baghdassarian was an
avid supporter of the Armenian
Educational Foundation because
he believed in the singular
importance of education. And
he was a staunch supporter
of Armenia Fund because he
understood, beginning with the
first-ever Telethon, that the
Fund's work is all about enabling
communities throughout the
homeland to reach for greatness.

Today, the outlines of a
wonderful structure are coming
into view in Krasni. This is the
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future community center of the
village, designed and built by
Armenia Fund, and the last project
to be sponsored by Baghdassarian
before his passing. It's part of a
legacy that's coming to life day by
day, as construction crews forge
the building into shape, to the
immense joy, even incredulity, of
the local residents. When Armenia
Fund sought Baghdassarian's
support for building the
community center, the fact

that Krasni has a population

of less than 300 actually made
the initiative more appealing to
him. He thought every village in
Artsakh, irrespective of its size

or location, is precious in its

own right, equally worthy of our
attention and care.

Like scores of other
multifunctional community
centers built by Armenia Fund
throughout Armenia and Artsakh,
the one now being constructed in

Hacop Baghdassarian flanked by his sons Peter (L) and Gevik (R) at the Armenia Fund
Telethon. Mr. Baghdassarian never missed a Telethon as it was his Thanksgiving
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hGwn Qwjwunwl Lpdlwnpwih REIERNUALU: Tpl. Pwunnwuwnpbwl §p Jwulwlygen
Lhdbwnpwdh pninn PG GenULENNLU, wUfunnhp, nnwtu Inhwpwlniptwl Onniwy wiwln:
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The construction of the Krasni community center in Artsakh is being made possible by a contribution from Mr. Hacop Baghdassarian. / Ungw/fuh Rnwulp qhinh
hwduwyupwihu Y&nnnup Ywnrnignidp Yyhnwanndnith Mnu. Swynp Fwunnwuwnbwuh unihpwwnninipbwdp:

Krasni is of vital importance to
the civic, economic, and cultural
development of the village. For
starters, the community center
will spell the end to a number

of long-standing issues. Among
these is the fact that Krasni's
municipality has had to make
do with a woefully inadequate,

computing center, as well as
auxiliary rooms. This will be a
state-of-the-art facility, complete
with central heating, air-
conditioning, and other amenities
and comforts. As part of the
project, the community center
will also be fully furnished and
provided with computer systems

experience it," Baghdassarian
has said in a recent interview.
“To me, even a relatively small-
scale project such as providing
the classrooms of a school
with new desks is invaluable,
as it brings joy to the faces

of students, strengthens their
attachment to their school. If

¢ NOTHING COMPARES TO THE THRILL OF
GIVING AND SEEING ITS RESULTS, AND
| WISH EVERYONE CAN EXPERIENCE IT?

dilapidated structure, and the
fact that the medical clinic of the
village currently operates out of a
small, cramped space inside the
community school.

Slated to open in summer
2018, the community center
will house not only municipal
and administrative offices and
the medical clinic, but a multi-
purpose hall, a library, and a

and online access. The goal

is multifold: to streamline and
improve public services, foster
more robust civic engagement,
and, ultimately, give residents
one more compelling reason to
continue to live and work in their
birthplace.

“Nothing compares to the
thrill of giving and seeing its
results, and | wish everyone can

everybody supports Armenia Fund
in its quest to improve lives in
our homeland, imagine what an
enormous difference would be
made."

In Krasni, the difference
Baghdassarian has referred to
will take the form of a vibrant,
creative, and, yes, joyous
civic life revolving around the
brand-new community center



of the village. Thanks to the
project, municipal affairs will be
conducted with unprecedented
ease and efficiency; children

and young people will be able to
expand their horizons by using
the facility's library and computer
room, especially through access
to the Internet; the event hall will
be used for theatrical productions
and movie screenings, as

well as various banquets and
celebrations; and the medical
clinic will provide residents with
top-notch care, in a welcoming
and comfortable space.

All this is part and parcel of
the cherished vision that was
pursued by Hacop Baghdassarian
— a modest, tireless, and deeply
inspiring guardian angel who,
from thousands of miles away,
dreamed of bettering the lives
of his compatriots and gave
generously for the realization of
his goal.
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Southern California KSMV & KVMD DirecTV Ch. 31
Greater Los Angeles Area Ch. 31.1 31.1 AT&T U-Verse Ch. 23 DISH Ch. 31 10am to 10pm PST
Verizon FiOS Ch. 23

Armenian Cable Channels

CITY-STATE-REGION

Comcast Xfinity Ch. 375

. . 43.6
Central California KGMC Ch. 43.6 g Northland Ch. 2
. T ’ 10amto 10 PST
Fresno & Mid-State 13.10r31.7 ;j’; o Northland Ch. 9 e
’ Noor TV Ch. 31.7
San Francisco Bay Area gﬁmcaszihé& Zgéor 26 DirecTV Ch. 26 o 893
San Francisco, Oakland, KTSF Ch. 26.1 26.1 AT;?T; v ) OCrh g D:;el-(I: ch 28 8°2r37 10am to 7pm PST
San Jose, Berkeley, & others. -verse L. -eoor
Google Fiber Ch. 8
Las Vegas KNBX Ch. 31.1 Moy Dom TV Ch. 156
ArMount TV 311 iBox TV Ch. 200 BT Tehiin P57
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Chicago, IL
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Southwest Ml

For all other locations please tune in to our live webcast at: www.armeniafund.org



